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Book of Jonah 
 
Lesson 4: A Lesson Learned? 
Bible: Jonah 4 
Bottom Line: Don’t be like Jonah who obeyed only in his words and actions but whose 
heart was still in rebellion against God. 
 

 

SUPPLIES 

• The following video clip cued and ready to play during the teaching time: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YeOnADmkD74 
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TEACH 
We are wrapping up our study of the book of Jonah this week.  

We’ve been on this four-week roller coaster of a ride with Jonah, and now it’s time bring 
an end to the craziness.  

Let’s do a quick recap of this ride through Crazy Town. 

So, one day God told Jonah to travel a long way to tell the people of this big city called 
Nineveh that God was going to destroy their city because of their wickedness.  

Jonah said, “Ummm, no,” and hopped on the next boat for Tarshish, the absolute 
farthest place in the known world in the opposite direction. 

God really wanted Jonah to go to Nineveh, so God sent a huge storm and then a huge 
fish to get Jonah back on the road to Nineveh.  

And after spending 72 hours in the belly of that fish, Jonah decided to get with the game 
plan. Jonah went to the great city of Nineveh and delivered God’s message of 
judgment. 

Lo and behold, the people of that great city of Nineveh heard God’s message to them 
and they repented of their sin.  

The people repented and God forgave them, and God withheld His judgment from them. 

So how did Jonah respond?  

Did he jump for joy?  

Did he fall to his knees to thank God for His mercy and grace?  

Well, let’s read chapter 4 and see how Jonah responded. 

This change of plans greatly upset Jonah, and he became very angry. So he 
complained to the Lord about it: “Didn’t I say before I left home that you would do 
this, Lord? That is why I ran away to Tarshish! I knew that you are a merciful and 
compassionate God, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love. You are 
eager to turn back from destroying people. Just kill me now, Lord! I’d rather be 
dead than alive if what I predicted will not happen.” 

The Lord replied, “Is it right for you to be angry about this?” 

Then Jonah went out to the east side of the city and made a shelter to sit under 
as he waited to see what would happen to the city. And the Lord God arranged for 
a leafy plant to grow there, and soon it spread its broad leaves over Jonah’s 
head, shading him from the sun. This eased his discomfort, and Jonah was very 
grateful for the plant. 
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But God also arranged for a worm! The next morning at dawn the worm ate 
through the stem of the plant so that it withered away. And as the sun grew hot, 
God arranged for a scorching east wind to blow on Jonah. The sun beat down on 
his head until he grew faint and wished to die. “Death is certainly better than 
living like this!” he exclaimed. 

Then God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry because the plant died?” 

“Yes,” Jonah retorted, “even angry enough to die!” 

Then the Lord said, “You feel sorry about the plant, though you did nothing to put 
it there. It came quickly and died quickly. But Nineveh has more than 120,000 
people living in spiritual darkness, not to mention all the animals. Shouldn’t I feel 
sorry for such a great city?” 

Wait… what?  

Jonah was the catalyst to a city-wide revival.  

One hundred twenty-thousand people repented of their sin.  

Jesus once said that whenever one sinner repents, all the angels in heaven rejoice.  

Imagine the party going on when this entire city repented. 

It is so wonderful and so encouraging to see God work in people’s lives, especially 
when the crowd is large. 

So the entire city of Nineveh puts on a huge display of genuine repentance, and how did 
Jonah respond?  

He had a little temper tantrum!  

He got angry at God because God changed His mind and didn’t destroy the city. 

Now, before we come down too harshly on Jonah, let’s try to understand why he might 
feel this way.  

If you remember, the Assyrians - the people who lived in Nineveh - were the dominant 
world power at the time, and they ruled with an iron fist.  

They wanted everyone to know they were in charge, and they did this by crushing any 
opposition they faced.  

When they set out to conquer a new territory, they did so brutally.  

They beat the people into submission, and then ruled over them by keeping the 
conquered people in fear.  

They often enslaved those they conquered, sometimes taking people from their homes 
and forcing them to be slaves in a faraway land. 
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So when Jonah heard that God was going to destroy the city, he was probably hoping to 
get a front row seat to the action.  

He wanted the Ninevites to get the justice they deserved.  

It’s possible that Jonah had friends or family members who had been tortured, 
enslaved, or even killed by the Assyrians.  

So, perhaps his desire for justice was a personal one.  

Regardless of the circumstances or any possible personal connection, Jonah’s desires 
to see justice prevail is a completely normal one.  

We all have a deep, inner desire to see justice carried out, especially when the sin is so 
horrendous. 

However, we also have to understand that, yes, God is a just God.  

God will judge the sins of empires, cities, and even individuals.  

But at the same time God also provides a means to escape that judgment and to 
restore our relationship to Him.  

God is a God of mercy, and as James 2:13 says, “Mercy triumphs over judgment.” 

God’s mercy and grace are big enough to cover the multitude of sins committed by the 
enormous city of Nineveh.  

God spared their lives and gave them a second chance.  

But God’s mercy and grace are also personal enough to cover the sins of one 
individual; even an individual who disobeyed God’s direct command and tried to run 
away from his calling. 

This video clip from the Veggietales Jonah movie shows the response that Jonah 
should have had when he saw that the people of Nineveh were being spared from 
God’s wrath. 

Play the following clip.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YeOnADmkD74 

This is what Jonah failed to see.  

And let’s be honest, Jonah received more than just a second chance; he received a 
third, fourth, and probably even a fifth chance. Let’s break this down. 

First chance: Jonah could have obeyed God and went to Nineveh the first time God told 
him to. 

Second chance: Jonah could have told the sailors to turn the boat around and go back 
to the harbor when the storm arose. 
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Third chance: Jonah could have prayed a lot sooner and not spent three days and 
nights in the belly of the whale. 

Fourth chance: Jonah could have rejoiced over the repentance and salvation of the 
people of Nineveh. 

Anyway, the point is this.  

God spared Jonah’s life on several occasions in this story.  

God gave Jonah multiple chances to obey God’s commands.  

God wanted Jonah to understand what a merciful and loving and forgiving God He truly 
was. 

And yet, Jonah never got it.  

The story ends in a rather anticlimactic fashion.  

Jonah is just sitting and sulking and baking in the hot sun.  

God even provided shade for him, but then took it away when Jonah refused to 
acknowledge God’s mercy and grace.  

And in the midst of all of Jonah’s stubbornness, God was still gracious and merciful 
toward Jonah.  

I don’t know about you, but if I were God, I don’t think I would have put up with Jonah’s 
attitude. I probably would have sent him back into the belly of the fish to cool off and 
change his attitude. 

But no. God is ever merciful and gracious, even toward this stubborn little prophet.  

The chapter - and the book - ends with an important question: 

Then the Lord said, “You feel sorry about the plant, though you did nothing to put 
it there. It came quickly and died quickly. But Nineveh has more than 120,000 
people living in spiritual darkness, not to mention all the animals. Shouldn’t I feel 
sorry for such a great city?” 

And that’s the end of it. What do you think Jonah did after this? Do you think he ever 
“got it”? 

Allow students to respond.  

This story doesn’t paint Jonah in a very good light.  

The last we hear of him, he is stubbornly refusing to acknowledge just how loving and 
merciful his God is. 

But it does give us an amazing portrait of God’s loving mercy and patience.  
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The same God who is willing to forgive this huge city of all their horrible sins is the same 
God who takes the time to try to get a stubborn prophet to understand how truly loving a 
God He is. 

So what can we take away as we get off this roller coaster ride? We will spend time 
discussing and debriefing in our small groups, but let me offer a few thoughts. 

First, God expects us to obey Him when He calls us to do something.  

But we need to remember that God’s calling is not that of a tyrant or taskmaster who 
expects instant obedience.  

God’s calling is an invitation to be a part of God’s work in this world.  

For some reason, God wants us, yes us, to be a part of His work. 

Second, God is a God of second chances. God offers mercy and grace to cities full of 
wicked people when they are willing to repent from their evil ways.  

But that same God also offers mercy and grace to stubborn prophets who think their 
way is better than God’s way. 

And third, we need to be thankful for the work God does around us, and we need to be 
grateful when God chooses to make us a part of that work.  

All of heaven rejoices at the repentance of one soul; shouldn’t we do the same? 

In the end, we are left to wonder if Jonah ever got it.  

Even if he didn’t, let us make sure that we learn from his mistakes. 
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Questions  
1. Why do you think Jonah responded the way he did to God not judging the people 

of Nineveh? 
2. Have you ever been in a situation where someone didn’t get the punishment they 

deserved? 
3. How did you respond? 
4. Have you ever been in a situation where you didn’t get the punishment you 

deserved? 
5. How did you respond? 
6. Which of the four lessons spoke to you the most? 
7. What did you learn from it? 
8. Do you think Jonah ever “got it”? 
9. What is one take-away from this series that you can apply to your life? 
10. How will you act on that take-away this week? 

 


