
The Unforgiving Servant Week 1
Matthew 18:21-35

PARABLES

Story Overview:
Jesus told a parable about a King who forgave a servant all his debts. The servant in this parable 
was happy when his master did not require him to repay a debt of millions. Incredibly, the servant 
went straight to another servant and demanded that he pay him a small amount that he owed 
him. When the second servant was unable to pay, the first servant threw him in prison. The master 
was furious.

Parents Devotional:
This parable begins with a question from Peter. “How many times shall I forgive my brother when 
he sins against me?” Peter did not say “if” a brother sins against him. He said “when” a brother 
sins against him. Peter knew that sooner or later, if he was in a close relationship with someone, it 
was inevitable that that person would hurt him in some way or another.
The question was not about the sin. This parable is not about enabling someone to
continue in a sinful lifestyle by ignoring their sin problem. A person who has a problem
with addictions like drugs, gambling, alcohol, promiscuity, etc. will not be helped by
someone sweeping these things under the rug by “forgiving” them “seventy times seven”
times and letting them continue stumbling without professional help. This parable is not
about the sin. This parable is about the forgiveness.

How do you want God to forgive you? Do you want him to keep reminding you of the sin?
Do you want him to keep a record of the number of times you have asked forgiveness?
No, we want God to forgive completely and to give us a clean slate on which to start all
over again. This is that way we should forgive others.

How much forgiveness do you want from God? How often? Do you want him to forgive
even your worst sin? Do you want him to forgive you even if you fall and do it again? How
many times? That is how much and how often we should forgive others.
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Devotional Cont..:

The servant in today’s parable seems to be some kind of manager. The king would have had a 
number of managers handling different aspects of his kingdom. One might have managed 
shipping and another farming. The manager would have had charge over money and servants 
required to produce a profit for the king.

The king might have left the servants alone for a while. Finally, the time had come to do
an “audit”. The king wanted to see what the financial situation was and make sure all of
the money was in the right hands. He found that one manager owed him “ten thousand
talents”. This was a huge debt. An average day’s wages was one denarius. There were
3,000 denarii in a talent.

Jesus must have used this huge amount to emphasise that the servant could never pay off
this debt. One would even wonder how he squandered such a large amount of money. At
any rate, the king would probably not even regain his losses after selling the man and his
family as slaves. Forgiving the debt was an incredible act of mercy.

The 100 denarii owed by the other servant was a much more manageable debt. It was still
significant (100 day’s wages) but the debt could probably be paid if the servant would
have been patient. Instead, he did the very thing that he had begged the king not to do.
He threw the man in prison. Judgement came to the unforgiving servant for what he had
done.

Children are often much better at forgiveness that adults. They truly forgive and forget.
They do not hold grudges. Chances are they will have a hard time thinking of examples of
forgiveness because they have actually forgotten all about it. They truly forgive “from the
heart” (18:35).


